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much on board with the idea of making 
locally made films. There are so many 
filmmakers who are currently working on 
their projects and we are supportive of their 
vision and their dedication. Creating an 
industry of opportunities takes time and we 
need people who are driven by their passion 
to tell stories through filmmaking and arts. 
This is just the beginning. 

 Q) Any upcoming films or projects that 
you are excited about??

P.S: I am excited about Jaar, Misthi, 
Katla, Dhokbu-2. Shenphenn da (Broken 
Wings) is also working on a script and plans 
to shoot in Sikkim somewhere this year itself. 
We also have a Bollywood movie lined up 
for shooting. I try bringing in more and more 
films to be made here. However, I urge that 
our Sikkimese filmmakers make more films. 
For now I am happy with the progress that we 
have made so far but I want more from us.

Dawa Lepcha is making the sequel to 
Dhokbu with an all Sikkimese cast on board, 
so that is pretty commendable.

Among others, Prashant Rasaily 
is working on a new movie, Sushma 
Productions is also currently filming its 
project in the State,

Chunnilal Ghimire and C.P Giri are 
also in talks to make a comeback with a new 
venture.

Triveni Rai, Angel Tshering, Bhuwan 
Chettri , Abishek Chettri,  Deepankar 
Shakya, Minjo lama Pakhring and Ramesh 
are some filmmakers I am always looking 
forward to work with.

Film line-producers like Raj Sitaula, 
Pema Rinzing Lepcha, Jyoti, Pragya, Tashi 
Norbu Lachungpa, Ajay Anthony Limboo 
and Pema Rinzing Lepcha are always 
working towards making Sikkim a film 
friendly State.

FILM CITY DREAMING
NEED FOR MORE LOCAL STORYTELLERS: POOJA SHARMA

Dev Anand shot Jewel Thief in 
1967, Yaariyan (that blue hain pani 
pani wala film) was made in 2014, 

Pahuna in 2018 and who can forget Danny 
Denzongpa’s 1988 classic Saino or the 
acclaimed Dhokbu-The Keeper (2017). All 
these movies have become significant for 
different reasons but the one common thread 
that binds them together is- Sikkim. 

Any moviegoers who have seen any film 
shot in Gangtok’s M.G Marg or the beautiful 
snow clad mountains of Tsomgo and Lachen 
or the alpine meadows of Yumthang know 
that Sikkim is the real star of the show. 

At the 67th National Film Awards, 
Sikkim was awarded the ‘Most Film Friendly 
State’ title. It is a huge recognition and an 
encouraging sign for budding filmmakers 
and artists in the State. We sat down with 
Pooja Sharma, Chairman of Sikkim Film 
Board to talk about the State’s film policy 
and how she plans to make Sikkim not only a 
filming location but an industry with its own 
opportunities.

Q) You have been instrumental in 
ensuring proper representation of the State in 

every movie that is shot here. What do you 
aim to showcase in any movie that is made in 
the State? 

P.S: I have taken my job very seriously 
and I am trying my best to provide support 
to everyone in a tangible way. I make sure 
that I am present in the shooting or the 
premiere of any movie shot here. I aim to 
make Sikkim a film shooting hub and I hope 
my involvement can publicise the State as 
a sustainable tourism destination. I want 
every film that is shot here to show Sikkim’s 
natural and exquisite beauty, its traditional 
heritage, authentic cuisine, ethnic culture and 
people, attire and lifestyle. Basically, it’s like 
promoting regional cinema in global aspect.

Q) What do you think appeals to 
filmmakers about Sikkim? 

P.S: It depends because everyone has 
their own perspective. However, I believe 
filmmakers in Sikkim love to tell untold, real 
and crisp stories. Sikkim and its people offer 
authenticity and I think that is what appeals 
to filmmakers. 

Q) Many filmmakers who have 
previously shot in the State have made 

remarks about things like lack of 
infrastructure and difficulty in securing 
permits for locations. How do you plan to 
resolve this issue?

P.S: I 100% agree and I want to say that 
we are doing our best. While some of our 
departments are willing to work together to 
come up with a solution, we still struggle 
to communicate and deliver results which I 
agree is unfortunate. I am being blunt here 
but this is a serious matter. Delay in single 
window clearances, lack of infrastructures 
for crew members and permits are some of 
the issues that we are struggling with. 

Currently we are working on our 
very own Film City concept. It will be 
revolutionary when that happens and it will 
create job opportunities for locals and our 
talents won’t have to go outside to work in 
film productions. All I can say is we are 
working 

rigorously and I hope it pays off. 
Q) Is there a possibility in the near 

future where we can get a full feature film 
consisting of an all Sikkimese cast and crew 
because right now all we are doing is laying 
down carpets for filmmakers from outside 
to come and shoot in the State. Yes, shooting 
in the State creates jobs and opportunities 
for locals but what do you think is needed 
to be independent from that and create our 
own jobs and opportunities in the field of 
filmmaking. 

P.S: Filmmaking is an art and art is 
seamless integration of various events, it is 
endless! However, I have and shall always 
give preference to local filmmakers and 
stakeholders. I want more films to be made 
and produced locally. I want more Ugyen 
Chopels, Prashant Rasailys and Samten 
Bhutias. 

Sikkim Film Promotion Board is very 

Long gone are the days when clothes 
were just ‘keta ko’ or ‘keti ko’. Gender 
neutrality or simply to put in words, 

‘not caring whether a garment/accessory is 
masculine or feminine’ is the new cool and 
thanks to individuals like Darjeeling’s Joan 
Dominic Rai (also known as 
@thewhitehairedguy on Instagram), people are 
making decisions to normalise gender bending 
all over the world. 

Gender-based perceptions like limiting 
things like clothes, chores, achievements in 
workplace- only to one gender roots from the 
same archaic beliefs that say boys should never 
cry and a girl’s sole purpose in life is to make her 
husband happy and jump in fire when he dies. 

In our country, visual representation through 
social media, films and art make greater impact 
than anything and that’s where Joan excels. 

His Instagram page is a front show ticket 
to what a gender-neutral style looks like. 
Impressively, Joan has also collaborated with 
the likes of indie labels like Bobo Calcutta, 
Indigene and Generation MIXXX to the more 
mainstream Puma and Sabyasachi Couture.

 “Gender fluidity in fashion simply means 
that clothes have no gender. If I want to wear a 
skirt with a biker leather jacket, I would wear 
it in a heartbeat .Gender fluidity is the ability 
to become who you want to become without 
having to put inside a box or tagged by a label,” 
he says.  

Fashion and entertainment magazine 
Cosmopolitan India named Joan as the 
‘Upcoming Fashion Influencer of the Year’ 
recently. 

“Fashion has always been an integral part of 
who I am. It is a representation of my true self. 
As an artist and an influencer, I feel I have a 
responsibility to make people aware on how it is 
not wrong to be our true self and love ourselves 
the way we are in the truest of form.”

Whether he is pulling of a ruffled dress or 
a skirt, Joan Dominic Rai has become a fashion 
trendsetter. Despite setbacks and confused 
questions about his choices from people, he has 
always held his head high and worked towards 
breaking the gender norms and normalizing 
gender fluid fashion in the country. 

The influencer-model says, “Initially, it 
was very difficult because people didn’t really 
understand the kind of work I was doing. For 
them, it was rather alien and especially coming 
from a small town like Darjeeling it was 
incredibly hard to find my audience. However, 

CHALLENGING GENDER NORMS 
JOAN DOMINIC RAI ON NORMALISING GENDERLESS FASHION 

there were few who loved my work because it 
was fresh and unique. That really helped me.”

Gender fluidity can be confusing for many 
people. Joan says wearing a garment in a certain 
way doesn’t make a person gay or transgender. 
Maybe it is the way we are wired or brought up 
in a society where there are two genders ‘male’ 
and ‘female’ and when you are not defined 
my either in any department of your life you 
are automatically ‘gay’ but that is not the case 
in terms of fashion. A good example would 
be Prateik Babbar who has walked at fashion 
shows as a drag queen or Ranveer Singh who 
has become internet troll’s favourite child for 
his ‘over the top’ and ‘dramatic’ costumes or 
Harry Styles, Jaden Smith, Cole Sprouse, Jaden 
Smith, Kristen Stewart, Katharine Hepburn or 
the legendary Prince. 

“Clothing can be a representation of who 
you are. As it says and speaks a lot about 
you, about your personality or your true self. 
Sexuality has nothing to do with clothing,” Joan 
explains.

PALZOR MACHUNGPA
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It was 24 March last year when we all 
bunkered up in our homes for the next few 
months due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Days were long and the nights even longer 
and it was an exhausting affair staying home 
and doing absolutely nothing. However, there 
were some who made the most of the lockdown 
and put out tunes that helped us go through 
quarantine. Our cover girl singer-songwriter, 
Anoushka Maskey put out two Extended 
Plays (EPs), ‘Things I Saw in a Dream’ and 
‘C.E.A.S.E.’ last year in a span of two months! 
Maskey was holed up in her Bangalore room 
for months as she wrote and recorded her songs 
which would later make it in the EPs. 

“Although I’m incredibly proud of my 
debut album composed, recorded and produced 
at home, I don’t think I’ve even come close to 
doing justice to the inner workings of my mind 
during those few months. After all, I had only 
begun really writing songs in the final months 
of 2019. And so, the unanticipated love 
and support flowing in gave me the 
confidence to continue sharing 
my music on social media, 
and release it on streaming 
platforms. Releasing large 
bodies of work back to 
back represent me trying 
to overcome the wild goose 
chase for perfection, and 
putting out art merely for the 
love of it,” Maskey said talking 
about ‘Things I saw in a Dream’ 

Her second E.P ‘C.E.A.S.E.’ was 
ranked #3 in the Rolling Stone India “Best 10 
EPs of 2020” compilation. 

Exactly a year later on 24th March, 2021, 
she released her brand new single ‘Empire of 
Fear’. The singer-songwriter said that the song 
is about wanting to stay updated with the news 
and everything happening in the world and in 
your personal life, while also wanting to detach 
from it and try to stay sane. 

“The song is about being a dreamer 
in this world where cold facts and 
tragic worldly situations are constantly 
making it hard to be one” she said 
describing the theme of the song. 

‘Empire of Fear’ is a follow up to 
the successful ‘September Embers’.

Maskey also released the 
dreamy music video for ‘Empire of 
Fear’ made in collaboration with 
Cutreel Films. 

While the upbeat nature of 
the song perfectly juxtaposes this theme, the 
dreamy music video is a direct representation 
of it. The vibrant colours, dreamy sequences 
and close-up shots of her facial expressions 
capture the emotion behind the song precisely. 
Bringing to life the memorable and eye-
catching music video was just as integral to 
the song. 

“We thought the song was incredible 
from the first time we heard it, and 

so we knew we had to do it 
proper justice. The goal was 

to hook the audience for 
every single second of the 

music video, such 
that they had no time to 
even blink!” expressed 
director Kalakart 
and Director of 
Photography/Assistant 
Director, Shubham 
Soni.

The sentiments 
she writes about were 
and still are commonly 
relatable because of the 
lockdown/pandemic 
and everything else 
the world experienced 
together this past year. 
And so, it is fitting that 
‘Empire ofFear’ was 
released on the anniversary of the lockdown. 

The journey of this upcoming release 
has been different from Anoushka’s previous 
projects that were recorded and produced at 
home. As part of a pan-India singer-songwriter 
contest hosted by Compassbox Studio & 
OKListen that herself and two others won, she 
got the opportunity to record a live session 
at Compassbox Studio, a platform for indie 
musicians in India. 

For the first time in her career, gave her 
the resources to translate a simple song written 

with just her guitar and vocals, into 
a full blown live studio session that 

includes Chirag Todi on guitar, Raag 
Sethi on the upright bass, Divyang Arora 
on drums, Protyay Chakraborty on violin / 

vocals and Harmish Joshi on trumpet.
When asked about the contest, Raag 

Sethi, founder of Compassbox Studio, 
articulated, “It was great having singer- 

songwriters Mali and Nikhil D’Souza along 
with the founder of OKlisten, Vijay Basrur as 
judges since they lent their experience as well 
as their musicality to the table. I remember 

Mali and I both heard 
Anoushka’s submission 
and knew right then 
that she had something 
special and would 
definitely be one of the 
winners. We mainly 
looked at a combination 
of performance and 
composition to decide 
the three winners, 
and Anoushka was 
exceptional on both 
fronts.”

Maskey was signed 
to talent management 
agency Big Bad Wolf 
on January 2021. She 
has also been featured 

on Rolling Stone India, GQ India and several 
other leading magazines of the country. 
Additionally she was also nominated in ‘Best 
Debut Artist’ category by The Indian Music 
Diaries.  She also wrote “A New Dawn” with 
Kartik Shah for the Netflix India AV for their 
2021 series slate announcement.

‘Empire of Fear’ was also featured in 
many playlists put out by Spotify, YouTube 
Music and Jio Saavn. 

“Empire of Fear” will be followed by more 
music by the artist in the year to come.

“The song is about 
being a dreamer in 
this world where 

cold facts and tragic 
worldly situations are 
constantly making it 

hard to be one.”

CHASING 
AWAY THE 
LOCKDOWN 
BLUES
SINGER-SONGWRITER, ANOUSHKA MASKEY 
RELEASES NEW SONG ‘EMPIRE OF FEAR’ Photos Courtesy: 

Shridhar Selvaraj
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Darjeeling born Singer-songwriter Apurva 
Tamang’s official YouTube channel crossed 100,000 
subscribers. The crooner took to Instagram to 
celebrate the milestone with a post that read, “Can’t 
thank you all enough! I’m grateful to each and every 
one who has been a part of this journey. Especially 
my Mom and Dad, without whom all these would 
just be a dream. We’re just getting started. Cheers!” 
Apurva is from Mirik, Darjeeling. His songs ‘Sano’, 
‘Timrai Tira’, ‘Mann Ka Bhawana’ and ‘Jaha Bhaye 
Ni’ were all very well received by the listeners.

100,000 SUBS FOR APURVA TAMANG

YXNGBAE DROPS 
NEW SONG “BHULIDEW”
Yxngbae dropped the Ahnboi produced 
track “Bhulidew” on his official YouTube 
channel on 18 April. Written by Yxngbae 
himself the song was released under 
Renaissance records with Gesture 
helming the mixing and mastering. His 
other tracks include “its killing me” and 
“by your side”.

JUST RELEASED

CONGRATS!

MANTRA WORKING ON NEW MUSIC
After releasing their brand new song ‘Naya Sapana’ on 
14th April, the iconic rock band, Mantra recently revealed 
that they have been working on new original songs which 
will be released soon. With ‘Naya Sapana’, the band said 
that they tried to manifest their love for Nepali culture and 
its diverse traditions. ‘Naya Sapana’ is on track to cross 
100,000 views soon on YouTube. 

“We remain fascinated and inspired by our rich heritage 
and are blessed to be able to represent it through our music 
all over the world. No matter where we go, for however 
long, we will always come back to our roots,” they wrote.

ABISEK GURUNG ANNOUNCES SEPARATION FROM ‘THE DREAMCATCHERS’
Frontman of Sikkim based new age band ‘The Dreamcatchers’, Abisek Gurung on 23rd April 
announced that he has quit the band and will now continue as a solo artist. The band’s official 
handle on Facebook also revealed that drummer, Richard Bhutia has also separated from 
the band. “It has been great to work with them, we wish them good luck and hope to work 
together in future again,” the post read. The band’s remaining members Angu Bhutia and 
Saayok Rai will continue as ‘The Dreamcatchers’, it was revealed.  

Sikkim based singer Nabin Gajmer has been selected in 
the blind auditions round of the season three of The Voice 
Nepal. He had previously auditioned for the season two of 
the singing competition but unfortunately didn’t make the 
cut. Nabin hails from Kamling-Suldung in West Sikkim.

Along with him, Temi-Tarku’s Ravi Ghatraj also 
impressed the judges with his rendition of ‘Sangi’ from the 
movie Batch No. 16. Coach Pramod in particular turned 
his chair at the end and will now coach the budding singer 
in the upcoming stages of the competition.

Gangtok’s Sudita Rai also made an impressive mark on 
the show with her singing. She was able to turn all the four 
chairs with her rendition of ‘Pagal Ma Banna Sakchu’. 

SIKKIMESE SINGERS MAKE 
A MARK ON THE VOICE OF NEPAL

GESTURE RELEASES LYRIC 
VIDEO FOR “LET YOU GO”
Gangtok based rapper, Gesture (Deven 
P Chettri) revealed the lyric video for 
his brand new song ‘Let You Go’ on 10th 
April. Produced by Jaggubeatz the song 
was released under Renaissance Records. 

JUST RELEASED WIND PAWAN’S NEW SONG ‘GHOTALA’ RELEASED 
Wind Pawan released their brand new song titled ‘Ghotala’ on 
16th April accompanied by a Music Video on YouTube. Written 
and composed by Wind Pawan and Jiten Ranapahaley the MV 
features Bandan Bhandari, Ashis Tamang, Dipankar Prasad, 
and Benjamin Lamgaday. 

Directed by Sherab Wangchuk Tamang the song was recorded, 
mixed and mastered by Anxiety Records. Nitesh Aher has a 
credit at the trumpets with guitar, vocals and bass by Wind Pawan.

BIKASH RAI OFF TO A GREAT 
START WITH ‘OJHAL TIMRO’
Bikash Rai’s debut single 
‘Ojhal Timro’ was released 
in an event held on 23 April. 
Composed and written by the 
singer himself, the music video 
of the single was also revealed 
during the event. Featuring 
Leezum Lepcha, Puran Tamang 
and Bijayata Pradhan the MV 
is directed by Nimesh Pradhan.  
The MV is out on YouTube in 
the official channel of Budha 
Subba Digital. 

ETC X 1707
TO ADVERTISE, WHATSAPP 

96474-06483 OR 82505-20467

Mirik based artist, Abhinandan Bardewa 
aka DEWA has released the lyric video for 
‘Eklo Yatri’ two weeks after its official MV 
was premiered on YouTube. The song’s 
description reads- “Eklo Yatri is a popular 
loner who lives in the far vicinity of totally 
an escapist society. His destiny is beyond 
life and his journey is timeless time. An 
outcast, the black sheep, the lone wolf, or 
however you think it is appropriate. The one 
who lives among us yet so anonymous.”
Directed by Sherab Wangchuk Tamang 
the song is written and performed by 
Abhinandan Bardewa  Aka DEWA. The 
song is produced, mixed and mastered by 
Gyacho Golay Tamang.  

DEWA REVEALS LYRIC 
VIDEO FOR ‘EKLO YATRI’

p r e m i u m  e l e c t r i c  c y c l e

now available in sikkim

Call 98181-61497 or 
dm @svitch.gangtok 
to book a test ride!

98327-28577 (WhatsApp)
96090-12021 (Call)


